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APRIL 21ST, 2024   FOURTH OF EASTER 
VOCATION SUNDAY   EARTH SUNDAY 
MINISTRY TEAM: Reverend Neil McEwen and Reverend Hans van Nie 
ORGANIST AND PIANIST: Walter Delahunt 
AUDIO VISUAL TECHNICIAN: David Walker   SOUND ENGINEER: Liam Wamboldt 
GREETER: Karen Townsend   GREETER: Marion Demond

The asterisk (*) indicates the congregation may stand, as they are able. 
The print in BOLD is where the congregation participates.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  		

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE AND INCLUSIVITY CANDLES

[bookmark: _Hlk97640736]INVITATION TO WORSHIP: 
The one who knows you is calling you by name, 
inviting you to be enfolded into community.
We will follow the voice of love.
You will find here refreshment for your body and soul, 
and space to rest your weary bones.
We will follow the voice of love.
A table of community is set for you, 
and the enemies around and within, all are welcome.
We will follow the voice of love and worship this day.

OPENING PRAYER: (unison)
Loving God, Gentle Shepherd, 
through the gift of this gathered community, 
may we know your attentive care, 
abundant beauty, and the power of reconciliation. 
Guide us, protect us, feed us, renew us, love us. Amen.

*CHORUS VIDEO: “B-United”

SPECIAL MUSIC: Harlequinade played by Lainey Wamboldt
SPECIAL MUSIC: Sonatina in G Major played by Danica Wamboldt
SPECIAL MUSIC: The Four Seasons: Autumn played by Lainey and Danica Wamboldt
[bookmark: _Hlk76550304]
YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS: Earth Week; Moderator Carmen Lansdowne

INVITATION TO OFFERING

We offer our gifts of time, talents and treasures each day. Offering plates are located at the 
entrance of the Sanctuary where you can place your donations as you arrive or as you leave.
*HYMN:  “Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love” (VU 574)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (unison) 
We thank you, God, for the gifts we have received, 
and seek your blessings upon the gifts we share. 
Inspire our givings and our offerings;
guide our ministry and the sharing of your love. 
We dedicate our time, talents, treasures and our lives, 
as your messengers and as the followers of Jesus today. Amen.

LEARNING TOGETHER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

*HYMN: “This Is God’s Wondrous World” (VU 296)

RESPONSIVE SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 23 (VU 749)
My shepherd is the Lord,
	nothing indeed shall I want. 

GOSPEL SCRIPTURE READING: John 10:11-18
May God’s Blessings be upon these words of scripture and upon our hearts; 
as we reflect on them in faithful meditation.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON: “We are Sheep and Shepherds”

[bookmark: _Hlk147402093]PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
[bookmark: _Hlk30501119]
*HYMN: “Psalm 23 – The Lord’s My Shepherd” (VU 747)

*EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES

*BLESSING AND BENEDICTION:
I am the shepherd. I am the sheep.
I am the sheep. I am the shepherd.
Let us go to care and love one another.
Let us go to care and love one another. Amen.

*POSTLUDE 
CCLI NO., 11287624, 20371363


[bookmark: _Hlk117065139][bookmark: _Hlk151116845][bookmark: _Hlk151717111][bookmark: _Hlk152238893][bookmark: _Hlk116033406][bookmark: _Hlk145671091][bookmark: _Hlk146793346]The church bulletins are given to the glory of God, 
and in loving memory of my mother, Freda Adams, 
gift of son, Bruce Munro.
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DEEP SPIRITUALITY, BOLD DISCIPLESHIP, DARING JUSTICE
The United Church of Canada is a community of hope, a vibrant and vital church with both purpose and vision. We live in a time of rapid change in religious life, great inequities between peoples, and collective harm to our earth community. Together, we strive towards repentance, repair, and right relations with all peoples and the planet. Living purposefully into this call and vision anticipates becoming the Beloved Community—the ever inbreaking, transforming, reconciling realm of God, today!

VISION STATEMENT
As followers of Jesus Christ, Bridgewater United Church is a church family that values each person as equal and unique loving expressions of God with gifts and talents to share. People of all ages, gender, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, differing abilities, ethnic background, economic circumstance, and those experiencing other barriers that limit inclusion are welcome to fully participate in all our ministries.

MISSION STATEMENT
To create a vibrant community of followers of Jesus where everyone deeply knows they belong, are cared for, can grow spiritually and actively demonstrate our love in the world and towards one another.

CORE VALUES
We value energetic engagement in our:
Spiritual Health
Generosity
Acceptance of all
Responsiveness to the world
Love for God, creation, self, and others

#APlaceWhereEveryoneBelongs
#ChooseLove 
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87 Hillcrest Street, Bridgewater, NS, B4V 1T2
Church Office Phone: (902) 543-4833
  Ministers’ and Pastoral Care Private Church Phone: (902) 543-6854  
Reverend Neil McEwen   westsideunitedchurch@gmail.com   (902) 523-5687
Reverend Hans van Nie   hans@bridgewaterunited.ca  (902) 277-4235 
Church Office E-mail:  info@bridgewaterunited.ca   Website:  www.bridgewaterunited.ca
Church Office Hours ~ Tuesday to Friday ~ 10:00am – 12:30pm
Be sure to like and share our Facebook and YouTube page!
Our Church is a Nut-Free and Scent-Free Church
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[bookmark: _Hlk164430208]EARTH SUNDAY
Earth Day is celebrated in communities around the world on April 22nd. This Earth Week, we are invited with ecumenical partners to Act, Learn, and Pray for Climate Justice. The United Church of Canada is a founding member of For the Love of Creation, a national faith-based coalition for climate justice. It enables us to work together under one banner to mobilize education, reflection, action, and advocacy for climate justice. Climate change impacts us, the local ecosystems of which we are a part, and partners The United Church of Canada is connected with around the globe. The impacts of climate change are not borne equally or fairly between rich and poor, women and men, racialized and non-racialized, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, or older and younger generations. The greatest burden of climate change is falling on people in the Far North and global South—those who have contributed least to the problem. Climate justice, racial justice, Indigenous justice, gender justice, and economic justice are all interconnected. Working together we are stronger!

[bookmark: _Hlk163645351]SPONSORSHIP OF BULLETIN, WEBSITE OR RADIO BROADCAST
We have a few opportunities to sponsor Church Bulletins for $35 and possibly a co-sponsorship of a Radio Broadcast for $100. If you are interested in this sponsorship opportunity, please reach out to the Church Office during Office Hours. Thank you. 

B-UNITED SUPPORTS OUR LOCAL FOOD BANK
Monetary donations and donations of non-perishable food items are always appreciated throughout the month. For April, there is a request for Canned Tomatoes, Snack Crackers, Spaghetti, Canned Green Beans and Instant Oatmeal. 

STUDENT CARE PACKAGES
The Faith Formation Committee sent out twenty student care packages to our students in post-secondary studies with a letter of encouragement, a box of Girl Guide Cookies and a $10 Tim Hortons gift card. Thank you to everyone that assisted with this Outreach. This ministry not only sent love to our students but it also assisted the Bridgewater Girl Guides Iceland 2027 Trip; a wonderful youth organization in our local community. If you would like to help with the cost of postage or cookies, you can designate your donation to, “Student Care Packages.” Thank you in advance.

SEND A KID TO CAMP
Kids need camp more today than ever before. It's a place for kids to be themselves, to learn new skills, unplug, develop independence and meet friends. To attend a week of camp, it costs $435.00. Please consider donating to “Send a Child to Camp,” as all funds raised will help youth of B-United attend a United Church camp this summer.

SHERBROOKE LAKE CAMP CLEAN-UP AND SPRING SPLASH
Join Sherbrooke Lake Camp on Saturday, May 4th from 10:00am – 4:00pm for their Annual Clean-Up. They will be providing Camp Coffee, tea and hot chocolate for all! At 12:00pm, everyone will pause for a bite to eat, so bring a packed lunch to enjoy. At 3:00pm, everyone will head down to the beach to cheer on our Spring Splash participants! Please register for the clean-up at ed@sherbrookelakecamp.org. 

[bookmark: _Hlk161317941][bookmark: _Hlk162009051][bookmark: _Hlk162525967][bookmark: _Hlk163217635][bookmark: _Hlk163808616][bookmark: _Hlk164430191]PREPARING FOR OUR NEXT PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP AT B-UNITED!
Bridgewater United Church is looking forward to beginning a new pastoral relationship with a 1.5 clergy team beginning in the Fall of 2024. In preparation for this new phase in the life and work of the congregation, we will hold some group conversations meant to heighten the awareness of congregational strengths and assets; and to work on any latent issues which have the potential of undermining a healthy start to the new ministry. Committees and groups within the congregation will engage in these conversations and there will also be some sessions open to the congregation at large. The conversations will be facilitated by Reverend Hans van Nie. An RSVP is required to participate in one of the groups open to everyone (10 participants per group.) Registration is now open for the session on Thursday, April 25th from 7:00pm-9:00pm. Please register by sending a message to the Church Office.

B.U.C BRIGADE MISSION TRIP
The B.U.C. Mission Team wishes to provide an update with respect to our final transfer of goods to Servants’ Heart, Sosua, Dominican. Some of our members had planned on taking a trip to Sosua with the balance of the goods we had collected and are stored in five suitcases. Due to the unrest in Haiti and the excessive cost of airfare, it was decided to forgo the trip and try and send the goods by other means. We have learned there is a Company in Ontario that regularly ships goods to the Dominican in storage barrels for a reasonable price. That Company has no depot in Nova Scotia. We have contacted Midland Transportation here to see if they could transfer these goods for us and they have agreed to provide this service, free of charge which we are very grateful for. We will be obtaining plastic barrels from a company in Lunenburg and will pack these barrels with the goods we have stored. We have also contacted the Pharmacy in Caledonia who has provided us with acetaminophen/vitamins/allergy medications for both children and women at a very reasonable cost. Pregnancy kits will also be purchased. These medications will help fill the barrels, are items that are needed by the Pregnancy Centre and the medications will be given out in small amounts to the patients. We will not be holding any further fund-raising events but will still be accepting monetary donations until the end of this current year. At that time, we will transfer the balance of the funds to Servant’s Heart that we are holding to complete our commitment to this Mission. We were extremely grateful to our congregation and the Greenfield Baptist Church for allowing us to represent you in this Mission. It has been a very gratifying experience, one that we all will never forget. Again thank you for your continued support. Respectfully submitted: Janice Buck, Brian Buck, Donna Stitt, Bev. Burgess, Margie Hubley, Linda Rowter and Gwenn Oakes.

MINUTE FOR MINDFULNESS
“Nature is painting for us, 
day after day, 
pictures of infinite beauty.” 
~ John Ruskin

“FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO.”
~ MATTHEW 6:21

[bookmark: _Hlk130383450]Prayerfully decide what you will give each year to your Church and divide that amount by twelve. Contributions help our Church’s Ministry, with a dependable flow of contributions, to increase our overall financial stability. Church envelopes allow your Church Givings to be tallied into a year-end income tax receipt. Your regular givings supports the local ministry of our congregation. With a Church Envelope you can designate where you would like your givings to be distributed. 

LOCAL EXPENSES DESIGNATION helps with the overall daily upkeep of the building, such as electricity, heating costs, insurance, as well as personnel expenses. 

MISSION AND SERVICE DESIGNATION is forwarded to The United Church of Canada to be deposited to their Mission and Service Fund which is used for many wonderful Outreach aspects that The United Church of Canada is a part of such as helping people overcome poverty, train new ministers and Mission and Service Gifts support vibrant and vital ministries for the healing of the world. 

BUILDING FUND DESIGNATION helps with repairs/upgrades that need to be undertaken by B-United, to make sure our building is safe for all that use it. 

FOOD BANK DESIGNATION helps The Bridgewater Inter-Church Food Bank, which provides help to those who are in need. We encourage our members to bring in non-perishable food bank items to be placed in Brother Lawrence’s Wheelbarrow in the Narthex throughout the month or you can place a monetary donation in the Offering Plate. This can be specified on your Church Envelope.

PAR is a monthly pre-authorized bank withdrawal by Bridgewater United Church directly, that can be increased or decreased five business days before the end of the month. PAR is not only convenient, but it ensures regular monthly givings to help your Church’s Ministry even when you are away. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LOCAL DESIGNATION helps with obtaining supplies for weekly curriculum, snack items, yearly curriculum lessons and events the youth will be taking part in and much more. It provides for the daily upkeep of Sunday School.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION AND SERVICE DESIGNATION is forwarded to The United Church of Canada to be deposited to their Mission and Service Fund which is used for many wonderful Outreach aspects of The United Church of Canada.

E-TRANSFERS are now accepted by Bridgewater United Church. Add info@bridgewaterunited.ca as a payee, and you can submit your donation that way.

Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Tracy Rafuse, Envelope Steward, at (902) 543-4833 or by email at info@bridgewaterunited.ca. Thank you.

We are now given an opportunity to be a blessing to others. 
Through our PAR commitments, through our money, and through our time and talents, 
[bookmark: _Hlk118285006][bookmark: _Hlk121485550]we now return to God, so that we might be a part of God’s Love and God’s Mission.

B-UNITED PAR AUTHORIZATION FORM
 (PRE-AUTHORIZED REMITTANCE)
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B-UNITED PAR AUTHORIZATION
Donor Name(s): _________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________
Envelope #: ______________     Monthly Gift Amount: _________________

My Monthly Gift of $ ________ will be designated to benefit monthly:
(Please specify amounts designated to which Church Fund)

Local: $____  Mission and Service: $____  Building $____ Food Bank: $____

I/we authorize, Bridgewater United Church, to debit my/our bank account on one of the following dates, 1st, 20th, or Month-End of every month, starting on  ________________, 20___. 

I/we may change the amount of my/our contribution five days before month-end, by contacting the Envelope Steward with this adjustment. I/we have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agreement. I/we waive my right to receive pre-notification of the amount of pre-authorized remittance (PAR) and agree that I do not require advance notice of the amount of PAR before the debit is processed monthly. 
I/we acknowledge that I/we have read and understood all the provisions contained in the terms and conditions of the pre-authorized payment authorization and that I/we have received a copy.
Please attach a VOID cheque.
Signed: __________________________________   Dated: ________________
Signed: __________________________________   Dated: ________________
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