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The asterisk (*) indicates the congregation may stand, as they are able. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  		
[bookmark: _Hlk100132845]
*CHORUS VIDEO: “B-United”

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE AND INCLUSIVITY CANDLES

[bookmark: _Hlk97640736]INVITATION TO WORSHIP: 
We are an Easter people!
Jesus lives. Hallelujah!
The tomb is empty.
Jesus has risen! Hallelujah!
The light of Jesus shines for all.
We thank you Jesus. Hallelujah!
Let us celebrate the Good News of the risen Christ
We are an Easter people. Jesus lives. Hallelujah! 

OPENING PRAYER: (unison) 
Wondrous God, 
You touch our lives with healing and with justice; 
new life is your gift.
We praise you for the Good News which is ours through Jesus. 
Come to us as we gather here today. 
Surround us with your love and grace, 
and help us to grow in faith and love with you and each other, 
as your Spirit works among us. Amen. 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION:
Holy One, Maker and Keeper of Creation, 
Life of Life, we praise you! We sing joy! 
Open us to the new life you are creating in us. 
Forgive us when we choose our ways instead of your ways. 
Forgive us when we let our world get so small, 
that there is no room for strangers or new ways. 
Free us from the fear that keeps us stuck, 
but do it gently, Lord – we like our routines. 
We like our security and our comfortable habits. 
Show us a new way, Loving God. 
As your Spirit moves among us, 
prune us where we have not been fruitful. 
Drive out fear that blocks us from confidence. 
Take root in us and help us to grow in love and in peace, 
until we are complete in your care. Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE: (unison)
Jesus said to his disciples,
take heart. Have no fear.
As disciples of Jesus, 
we are blessed and renewed through God’s forgiving love. 
Let us be open to the light of Christ, showing us the way. Amen. 

[bookmark: _Hlk100132665]*HYMN: “This Is the Day That God Has Made” (VU 175)

YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS: Dora Alicia Sorto School Farm Project, El Salvador

INVITATION TO OFFERING

We offer our gifts of time, talents and treasures each day. Offering plates are located at the
entrance of the Sanctuary where you can place your donations as you arrive or as your leave.
The offering plates are not circulated among the congregation during our Service of Worship.

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE: “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” (VU 541) 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (unison) 
Take these gifts we offer, O God, and bless them as our hallelujahs! 
May they become hallelujahs for people near and far, 
our discipleship lived in answer to fear, to separation, and to inequity. 
In our giving, may we become hallelujahs for each other 
and for people we encounter, 
living signs of your love in the world. Amen. 

LEARNING TOGETHER: A TIME FOR ALL AGES

THE LORD’S PRAYER

*HYMN: “Joy Comes with the Dawn” (VU 166)
HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 133 
Behold how pleasant,
how good it is!

GOSPEL SCRIPTURE READING: 1 John 1:1–2:2
Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.

SERMON: “Walking in the Light”

*HYMN: “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks” (VU 179)

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
[bookmark: _Hlk30501119]
*HYMN: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (VU 333)

*EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES

*COMMISSIONING: (unison)
May God be our light where we do not see light.
May God be our hope when we do not have hope.
May God be our joy when we cannot feel joy.
The risen Christ walks beside us, 
to comfort and support us on our life journey.
We are an Easter people. 
Let us go forth with joy and with the light of Christ shining around us, 
within us, and through us to others. Amen.

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE 
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The church bulletins are presented to the glory of God, 
and in loving memory of father and grandfather, Stewart Ralph, 
a gift of Elizabeth, Chad, Victoria and Laura Burridge.

The April church website is presented to the glory of God, 
and in loving memory of my parents, Gladys and Harry Veinot, 
a gift of son, Malcolm Veinot.
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[bookmark: _Hlk163217651]BUD ONLINE MINISTRIES
Did you miss Sunday Worship? Did you know that on our website, you can hear the Audio Recordings for our On-Site Worship Services as well as download our weekly bulletins. Never miss a thing that is happening at Bridgewater United! You can also find on our website our Online Video Worship Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays, and Online Audio Podcast Messages on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays. The Audio Podcasts are Scripture and Reflections from our B-United On-Site Worship Services. 

WHY VOLUNTEER?
Here at B-United, we are always looking for volunteers during our Worship Service as well as on Committees/Ministries of Bridgewater United Church. Taking the first step to see what volunteering is all about, is the toughest part, but in the end, the rewards are endless. Not only do you get to use your own gifts to help others, but you may also build new skills as you go along. Volunteering allows you to meet new people, and build a strong fellowship within your Church Community. Speak to our Ministry Team today or reach out to us by email at info@bridgewaterunited.ca. 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR ENVELOPE STEWARD
Have you filled out the pink paper that you received in February? The Church Office wants to update details in our PowerChurch files. Please check off the information you are comfortable with the Church Office releasing to Committees/Ministries of Bridgewater United. This allows us to respect the privacy of all of our members.

WHAT IS A DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE?
A District Representative is the key to providing a constant line of communication with our Church Community and Bridgewater United Church. A District Representative is assigned a list of members, with whom they contact approximately four times a year, under the guidance of the Pastoral Care Ministry. This wonderful Outreach helps B-United remain current on our Church Community’s concerns. Please contact the Church Office if you feel this Outreach is calling you to serve. 

YOUTH@REGION
Youth@Region is a place of community and faith where United Church youth, between grade 6 and grade 12, meet from across Nova Scotia and Bermuda. It takes place during the Annual Meeting of Bermuda-Nova Scotia Regional Council (BNS), held this year from May 10th – 12th, at Dalhousie Agricultural Campus (Truro, NS.) They provide a place for youth to explore their faith and to learn more about the United Church of Canada while sharing in music, worship and fun in a spirit-filled community. The Faith Formation Committee will help assist with registration cost.

[bookmark: _Hlk161317941][bookmark: _Hlk162009051][bookmark: _Hlk162525967]SHERBROOKE LAKE CAMP 60TH ANNIVERSARY HOMECOMING
Join Sherbrooke Lake Camp from August 2nd – 4th, as they host a big homecoming event to welcome folks back to Sherbrooke Lake Camp in celebration of 60 years of friendship, faith and fun! The camp is looking for old photos throughout the past 60 years, that alumni took during their experience at Sherbrooke Lake Camp. You can send copies of these pictures to ed@sherbrookelakecamp.org. Thank you in advance. 
[bookmark: _Hlk163217635]PREPARING FOR OUR NEXT PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP AT B-UNITED!
Bridgewater United Church is looking forward to beginning a new pastoral relationship with a 1.5 clergy team beginning in the Fall of 2024. In preparation for this new phase in the life and work of the congregation, we will hold some group conversations meant to heighten the awareness of congregational strengths and assets; and to work on any latent issues which have the potential of undermining a healthy start to the new ministry. Committees and groups within the congregation will engage in these conversations and there will also be some sessions open to the congregation at large. The conversations will be facilitated by Reverend Hans van Nie. An RSVP is required to participate in one of the groups open to everyone (10 participants per group.) Registration is now open for sessions on Thursday, April 18th and Thursday, April 25th from 7:00pm-9:00pm. Please register by sending a message to the Church Office at info@bridgewaterunited.ca or by phone at (902) 543-4833.

SUPPORT JUSTICE AND PEACE IN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL
After more than 100 days of conflict, a permanent ceasefire is essential to allow for the flow and safe delivery of critical humanitarian relief into Gaza. Mission and Service partners are responding to those impacted by the conflict in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. They are prepared to rapidly expand their activity and provide aid into Gaza when a safe humanitarian corridor is opened. There is an urgent need for food, non-food items such as medicines, psychosocial support, and shelter. The United Church is working with Mission and Service partners ACT Alliance and Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees (DSPR.) As a member of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, they are also working with Foodgrains Bank partners on the ground to offer lifesaving support to Palestinians in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, and Gaza. Pray for peace with justice for the people of Palestine and Israel. As people of faith, we bring the grief, compassion and concerns of a hurting world to God. To financially support this initiative, please make cheques payable to Bridgewater United Church, and designate it as “Peace in Gaza.” Thank you. 

SEND A KID TO CAMP
Kids need camp more today than ever before. It's a place for kids to be themselves, to learn new skills, unplug, develop independence and meet friends. To attend a week of camp, it costs $435.00. Please consider donating to “Send a Child to Camp,” as all funds raised will help youth of B-United attend a United Church camp this summer.

B-UNITED SUPPORTS OUR LOCAL FOOD BANK
Monetary donations and donations of non-perishable food items are always appreciated throughout the month. For April, there is a request for Canned Tomatoes, Snack Crackers, Spaghetti, Canned Green Beans and Instant Oatmeal. Thank you for your continuous support of this wonderful Outreach Ministry! 

MINUTE FOR MINDFULNESS
“Kindness is universal. Sometimes being kind allows others to see; 
the goodness in humanity through you. Always be kinder than necessary.” 
~ Germany Kent
“FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO.”
~ MATTHEW 6:21

[bookmark: _Hlk130383450]Prayerfully decide what you will give each year to your Church and divide that amount by twelve. Contributions help our Church’s Ministry, with a dependable flow of contributions, to increase our overall financial stability. Church envelopes allow your Church Givings to be tallied into a year-end income tax receipt. Your regular givings supports the local ministry of our congregation. With a Church Envelope you can designate where you would like your givings to be distributed. 

LOCAL EXPENSES DESIGNATION helps with the overall daily upkeep of the building, such as electricity, heating costs, insurance, as well as personnel expenses. 

MISSION AND SERVICE DESIGNATION is forwarded to The United Church of Canada to be deposited to their Mission and Service Fund which is used for many wonderful Outreach aspects that The United Church of Canada is a part of such as helping people overcome poverty, train new ministers and Mission and Service Gifts support vibrant and vital ministries for the healing of the world. 

BUILDING FUND DESIGNATION helps with repairs/upgrades that need to be undertaken by B-United, to make sure our building is safe for all that use it. 

FOOD BANK DESIGNATION helps The Bridgewater Inter-Church Food Bank, which provides help to those who are in need. We encourage our members to bring in non-perishable food bank items to be placed in Brother Lawrence’s Wheelbarrow in the Narthex throughout the month or you can place a monetary donation in the Offering Plate. This can be specified on your Church Envelope.

PAR is a monthly pre-authorized bank withdrawal by Bridgewater United Church directly, that can be increased or decreased five business days before the end of the month. PAR is not only convenient, but it ensures regular monthly givings to help your Church’s Ministry even when you are away. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LOCAL DESIGNATION helps with obtaining supplies for weekly curriculum, snack items, yearly curriculum lessons and events the youth will be taking part in and much more. It provides for the daily upkeep of Sunday School.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION AND SERVICE DESIGNATION is forwarded to The United Church of Canada to be deposited to their Mission and Service Fund which is used for many wonderful Outreach aspects of The United Church of Canada.

E-TRANSFERS are now accepted by Bridgewater United Church. Add info@bridgewaterunited.ca as a payee, and you can submit your donation that way.

Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Tracy Rafuse, Envelope Steward, at (902) 543-4833 or by email at info@bridgewaterunited.ca. Thank you.

We are now given an opportunity to be a blessing to others. 
Through our PAR commitments, through our money, and through our time and talents, 
[bookmark: _Hlk118285006][bookmark: _Hlk121485550]we now return to God, so that we might be a part of God’s Love and God’s Mission.

B-UNITED PAR AUTHORIZATION FORM
 (PRE-AUTHORIZED REMITTANCE)
[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]
B-UNITED PAR AUTHORIZATION
Donor Name(s): _________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________
Envelope #: ______________     Monthly Gift Amount: _________________

My Monthly Gift of $ ________ will be designated to benefit monthly:
(Please specify amounts designated to which Church Fund)

Local: $____  Mission and Service: $____  Building $____ Food Bank: $____

I/we authorize, Bridgewater United Church, to debit my/our bank account on one of the following dates, 1st, 20th, or Month-End of every month, starting on  ________________, 20___. 

I/we may change the amount of my/our contribution five days before month-end, by contacting the Envelope Steward with this adjustment. I/we have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agreement. I/we waive my right to receive pre-notification of the amount of pre-authorized remittance (PAR) and agree that I do not require advance notice of the amount of PAR before the debit is processed monthly. 
I/we acknowledge that I/we have read and understood all the provisions contained in the terms and conditions of the pre-authorized payment authorization and that I/we have received a copy.
Please attach a VOID cheque.
Signed: __________________________________   Dated: ________________
Signed: __________________________________   Dated: ________________
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