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[image: ]FIRST AFTER CHRISTMAS
MINISTRY TEAM: Reverend Jeff Chant and Angela Clifton
ORGANIST & CHOIR DIRECTOR: Wendy Fraser  
AUDIO VISUAL TECHNICIAN: David Walker
SOUND ENGINEER: Randall Knox


	     DECEMBER 30, 2018                                10:30AM   
 ____________________________________________________________


The asterisk (*) indicates the congregation may stand, as they can. The print in BOLD is where the congregation participates.

PIANO PRELUDE: The Friendly Beasts written by Tom Fettke

*GATHERING SONG: # 59 VU – Joy to the World (Verses 1 & 3)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*INVITATION TO WORSHIP 

*LIGHTING OF THE INCLUSIVITY CANDLES by Ruth Rudderham

[bookmark: _Hlk533763736]*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH by Jennifer and Isabella Frotten and Isaac Enslow

*ADVENT CHORUS: # 7 VU – Hope Is a Star 

VIDEO: “The Meaning of Christmas”

*OPENING SONGS
	Let Your Heart Shine Bright
	Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas

OPENING PRAYER

*HYMN AND GIFTS RECEIVED: # 91 VU – The First Nowell

TIME WITH CHILDREN

THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER OF CHRISTMAS

CENTERING
[bookmark: _Hlk530482145]
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 2:41-52
The Word of the Lord.
	Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE

SILENT REFLECTION

MUSICAL OFFERING: Who Would Imagine a King? sung by Wendy Fraser

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

*HYMN: # 81 VU – As with Gladness Men of Old

*EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL BLESSING: # 37 VU – Gloria (Glory to God) (2x)

POSTLUDE: Jubilate, Amen! written by Mervyn Warren

CCLI #11287624
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The church bulletins are given to the glory of God, 
and in loving memory of dear friends and family, 
gift of Greg and Anne Gatchell and family.
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BRIDGEWATER UNITED CHURCH
WANTS TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOU!

[bookmark: _Hlk503520322]We try to make every effort to keep our congregation informed of the events that occur at Bridgewater United Church. It would be most helpful to Bridgewater United Church, if you followed the suggestions below to make sure that you are as up-to-date with news as possible.

1. Please pass along your email to the Church Office at buc@tallships.ca, so that you can be added to congregational emails regarding events, services and storm closures. 

2. Check out our website at www.bridgewaterunited.ca for information about our Church, Event Calendar, Church Council Minutes, Church Bulletin, Worship Service Audio Recordings, Sermons and so much more.

3. Find us and like us on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/BridgewaterUnitedChurch?ref=hl

4. The Church Office wants to remind members of the congregation, 
if the worship service is cancelled, an announcement will be placed on CKBW 
(98.1 FM), on the church’s website at www.bridgewaterunited.ca and 
the church phone message will state the cancellation by 9:00am.
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[bookmark: _Hlk533073836][bookmark: _Hlk533764532]THIS WEEK AT BRIDGEWATER UNITED
This Sunday:	1st AFTER CHRISTMAS   
		10:30am Worship  
Tuesday:	NEW YEAR’S DAY ~ CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Wednesday:	7:00pm Senior Choir
Saturday: 	9:00am-12:00pm 3rd Bridgewater Scouts’ Bottle Drive
Next Sunday:	EPIPHANY   
		9:00am Senior Choir   10:00am Coffee, Tea and Conversation
		10:30am Worship and Sunday School
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
[bookmark: OLE_LINK40]It is with sadness that we tell you that Maude Borgal, age 96, passed away peacefully at Hillside Pines on December 26th.  Please hold her daughter, Donna and step-daughter, Cecelia and families in your thoughts and prayers. A celebration of life will be held on Friday, January 4th from 2:00pm - 4:00pm in Sweeny’s Funeral Home. A public Interment will be held following the service in Brookside Cemetery.

A thank you is extended from the staff of Bridgewater United Church to everyone that took the time out to send cards and gifts during the Holiday season. Your kindness does not go unnoticed and is appreciated by all. 

January Church Calendars are available at both entrances.

We are looking for new volunteers to read during Worship and Dove Kite Bearers. Please sign up TODAY in the Narthex. Your help is appreciated during our Worship.

Confirmation classes (Grade 8 and up) will be held in the New Year at Bridgewater United Church. Everyone is welcome. For information, please phone Angela Clifton.

Please contact Angela Clifton; Pastoral Care Minister at (902) 543-6854, (902) 521-7040 or by confidential email at aclifton@eastlink.ca with pastoral concerns or needs. 
FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES
[bookmark: OLE_LINK22]BUC Ways and Means Grocery Card Sale will be held today after Worship. Choose from $50 and $100 activated cards. Forms are available at both entrances. Fill out your form and cheque and receive your grocery cards today!
MINUTE FOR MINDFULNESS
Breathing in, silently, “From You I come.”   Breathing out, fully, “In You I live.”
Repeat and let a rhythm form. 
Recall your breath prayer in the spaces that open during the day.
AN EVENING OF MUSIC
[bookmark: _Hlk533061746][bookmark: OLE_LINK19]Bridgewater United Church presents Rhythms of Life performed by Moja Makani on Friday, January 18th at 7:00pm. Promoting Cultural Diversity through Music ~ African, Blues and Caribbean. No tickets necessary. Free Will Offering. Sponsored by the Nova Scotia Department of Communities, Culture and Heritage. 
WORSHIP WITH OUR COMMUNITY
Please join us for the Bridgewater Inter-Church Council Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Worship Services. All are invited to attend these Ecumenical Services. By coming together, the theme calls us to move from shared prayer to shared action. Drawing on the traditional values of Bhineka Tunggal Ika (Unity in Diversity) and gotong royong (living in solidarity and by collaboration), Indonesian Christians invite us to be a united witness, and an agent of Christ’s healing grace in a broken world, by making specific commitments to justice, equality, and unity. ~ “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:18-20).
Services are:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK29]January 20th at 7:00pm at St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church; 115 Pleasant Street
January 21st  – 25th at 12:00pm at The Salvation Army; 116 Pleasant Street;
[bookmark: OLE_LINK32]	Monday – Lead by Lighthouse Community Church
[bookmark: OLE_LINK34][bookmark: OLE_LINK35]	Tuesday – Lead by Holy Trinity Anglican Church
	Wednesday – Lead by Bridgewater United Church
[bookmark: OLE_LINK37]	Thursday – Lead by Bridgewater Baptist Church
	Friday – Lead by The Salvation Army
[bookmark: OLE_LINK39]January 26th at 9:00am - Breakfast at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church; 25 Phoenix Street
ANNUAL REPORTS
[bookmark: _Hlk532462987][bookmark: OLE_LINK23][bookmark: _GoBack]It is that time of year again, when committees should be preparing their program reports for inclusion in the Annual Report. The Church Office asks that all program and financial reports be typed and emailed in a Word Document or on a flash drive no later than Wednesday, January 23rd. NO PDF FILES. Reports are needed from the following: Ministry Team, Church Council, Board of Trustees, Board of Trustees’ Financial Report, Ministry and Personnel Committee, Worship Committee, Faith Formation Committee, Finance Committee, Finance Committee Financial Reports, Property Committee, Nominating Committee, Pastoral Care Committee, Communications Committee, United Church Women (UCW), Memorial Ministry, Ways and Means Ministry, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Men’s Ministry, Senior Choir, Small Group Ministry, Affirming Ministry Team, B.U.C. Mission Trip, Bridgewater Inter-Church Council Representative, South Shore Presbytery Representative, 3rd Bridgewater Scout Group Committee, Bridgewater Day Care and Wee Wisdom Nursery School.
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES
[bookmark: _Hlk532811897]Donations of non-perishable food items and monetary donations for the Bridgewater Inter-Church Food Bank are greatly appreciated. The Food Bank has highlighted monthly needs, but donations are not limited to them. For January, there is a request for canned fruit (398 ml.) Lunchbox items are always welcomed. 
A MESSAGE FROM THE ENVELOPE STEWARD
[bookmark: _Hlk532463014]If you would like church envelopes for your family or Sunday School child, look for the orange and blue forms at both entrances to the Sanctuary. Envelopes allow your church givings and your child’s Sunday School givings to be tallied into an end-of-the-year tax receipt. Only use church envelopes marked for the current year.  
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