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MAY 14TH, 2023   6TH OF EASTER   
CHRISTIAN FAMILY SUNDAY   RURAL LIFE SUNDAY 
MINISTER: Reverend Neil McEwen   MUSIC MINISTRY DIRECTOR: Barbara Pate 
[bookmark: _Hlk134775837]PRESIDER: David Walker   MUSICAL GUEST: Patricia Watson
AUDIO VISUAL TECHNICIAN: Tracy Rafuse   SOUND ENGINEER: Evan Rafuse
The asterisk (*) indicates the congregation may stand, as they are able. 
[bookmark: _Hlk61000582][bookmark: _Hlk59922749]The print in BOLD is where the congregation participates.

[bookmark: _Hlk134702414]PRELUDE: Deep in Our Hearts sung by Patricia Watson
PRELUDE: We Are Marching (Siyahamba) sung by Patricia Watson

[bookmark: _Hlk100132665]*HYMN: # 333 VU – Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
[bookmark: _Hlk100132845][bookmark: _Hlk2070519][bookmark: _Hlk61271151]
*CHORUS: B-United

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST AND INCLUSIVITY CANDLES
[bookmark: _Hlk97640736]
INVITATION TO WORSHIP:
Come to this place with open minds and open hearts. 
We leave our prejudices at the door and open ourselves to God’s spirit. 
This is a place where we look deep within ourselves, 
prepared to let the Spirit shape us into the people God calls us to be. 
Come and prepare to be changed. 
With every whisper of God, we are transformed. 
Let us worship God, as we come together.
[bookmark: _Hlk134779082]Amen. Amen.

CHORUS: Surely the Presence of the Lord Is in This Place

OPENING PRAYER: (unison)
Wise and Loving God, you are the one who guides us, counsels us, and teaches us. We open our hearts and minds to your presence, which permeates all of creation. You are known by many names, Counsellor, Advocate, and Spirit of Truth, but you are one Holy Spirit. You are like the glowing embers of a fire that has long since been lit. Even exposed to the rain and wind, you continue to burn steadily. We come before you, humbled by your presence, willing to follow your lead, and listening to your small still voice.  Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk134702270][bookmark: _Hlk76550304]SPECIAL MUSIC: Blessed Assurance sung by Patricia Watson

YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS: Making a Home for Refugees
OFFERING OUR THANKS

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: # 218 VU – We Praise You, O God – Verse 1

PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (unison)
O God of unending and faithful provision, accept these portions of our bounty blessed with our gratitude and willingness to share. May these gifts be consecrated for your purposes. Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN
[bookmark: _Hlk78369922][bookmark: _Hlk78192659]
THE LORD’S PRAYER sung by Patricia Watson

[bookmark: _Hlk134694839]HYMN: # 44 MV – Shadow and Substance

GOSPEL SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 17:22-29
Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE

TIME TO REFLECT

[bookmark: _Hlk134702575]SPECIAL MUSIC: My Body, My Temple of God sung by Patricia Watson

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
[bookmark: _Hlk30501119]
* HYMN: # 343 VU – I Love to Tell the Story

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE 

[bookmark: _Hlk111633782][bookmark: _Hlk82880929][bookmark: _Hlk70074682][bookmark: _Hlk66440300][bookmark: _Hlk66438190][bookmark: _Hlk68175170][bookmark: _Hlk69491345][bookmark: _Hlk80951422][bookmark: _Hlk95997138]CCLI NO., 11287624, 20371363

The church bulletins are given to the glory of God, 
and in loving memory of my mother, Greta Lohnes 
and my mother-in-law, Myrtle Hebb, gift of Elsie Hebb.
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BRIDGEWATER UNITED CHURCH
WANTS TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOU!

1. Please pass along your email to the Church Office at info@bridgewaterunited.ca, so that you can be added to congregational emails regarding events, services, and storm closures.

2. Check out our website at www.bridgewaterunited.ca for information about our Church, event calendar, worship services and so much more.

3. The Church Office wants to remind members of the congregation, if the worship service is cancelled, an announcement will be placed on CKBW (98.1 FM), the church’s website at www.bridgewaterunited.ca, Facebook and the church voicemail stating the cancellation by 9:00am on Sunday morning.
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VISION STATEMENT
As followers of Jesus Christ, Bridgewater United Church is a church family that values each person as equal and unique loving expressions of God with gifts and talents to share. People of all ages, gender, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, differing abilities, ethnic background, economic circumstance, and those experiencing other barriers that limit inclusion are welcome to fully participate in all our ministries.

MISSION STATEMENT
To create a vibrant community of followers of Jesus where everyone deeply knows they belong, are cared for, can grow spiritually and actively demonstrate our love in the world and towards one another.

CORE VALUES
We value energetic engagement in our:
Spiritual Health
Generosity
Acceptance of all
Responsiveness to the world
Love for God, creation, self, and others

[bookmark: _Hlk114655931]#APlaceWhereEveryoneBelongs
#ChooseLove 
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[bookmark: _Hlk100312845][bookmark: _Hlk114655898]87 Hillcrest Street, Bridgewater, NS, B4V 1T2
Church Office Phone: (902) 543-4833
  Minister’s and Pastoral Care Private Church Phone: (902) 543-6854  
Reverend Neil McEwen   westsideunitedchurch@gmail.com   (902) 523-5687
Barbara Pate   music@bridgewaterunited.ca   (902) 830-0708 
Church Office E-mail:  info@bridgewaterunited.ca   Website:  www.bridgewaterunited.ca
Church Office Hours ~ Tuesday to Friday ~ 10:00am – 12:30pm
Be sure to like and share our Facebook and YouTube page!
Our Church is a Nut-Free and Scent-Free Church
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[bookmark: _Hlk134779556]NO MOW MAY
Gardeners are being urged to put lawnmowers down this May and let bee-friendly wildflowers grow instead. The Rafuse’s wanted you to be aware of this initiative in case you were wondering why some dandelions were popping up in the Church yard.

VOLUNTEERS FOR WORSHIP AT BRIDGEWATER UNITED
We are always looking for volunteers for Worship. This could be a Lay Leader, a Presider, a Scripture Reader, a Greeter or an Audio Visual or Sound Engineer. They all provide an essential service to our Worship. Contact the Church Office.

B-UNITED SUPPORTS OUR LOCAL FOOD BANK
Monetary donations and donations of non-perishable food items are always appreciated throughout the month. For May, there is a request for Canned Baked Beans, Juice, Baby Food, Flour (2lb) and Canned Ravioli. Be mindful of expiration.
[bookmark: _Hlk131163171][bookmark: _Hlk129771097][bookmark: _Hlk129856450][bookmark: _Hlk130549451][bookmark: _Hlk131608195]
[bookmark: _Hlk134177725]PIECES OF MOTHERHOOD: A CELEBRATION IN SONG
The South Shore Chorale presents an afternoon of music with Amelia McMahon; Artistic Director, Sharon Gow-Knickle; Collaborative Pianist and special guests, MIRTH. Sunday, May 14th at Central United; Lunenburg at 2:00pm. $20 and $10 for students. 

B-UNITED YOUTH GROUP
All youth in Grade 6 to Grade 12 are asked to join us on Friday, May 19th from 6:30pm-8:30pm. Use the entrance by the Church Office. We will be cleaning up the front yard and painting the Picnic Tables. Wear clothing that can get dirty and stained.

MUSIC FROM THE EAST AND WEST
The Bridgewater Fire Department Band is delighted to welcome the Band of the Calgary (AB) Fire Service, the "Cappy Smart Band" to Nova Scotia as they share in a Spring Concert at Bridgewater United Church on May 21st from 3:00pm-5:00pm. Donations at the door, either monetary for the ongoing work of the Bridgewater Fire Department Band or items for the Bridgewater Inter-Church Food Bank.

SEASIDE A CAPPELLA CHOIRFEST 2023
The Seaside A Cappella Choir will be a hosting a ChoirFest on May 27th at 2:00pm at Bridgewater United Church. The event will include twelve choirs/musicians from the local area. An afternoon of wonderful songs. $10 at the door. Cash only.  

YOUTH@REGION
Y@R is a place of community and a place of faith where United Church youth, between grade 6 and 12, meet from across Nova Scotia and Bermuda. It takes place during the Annual Meeting of Regional Council 15 (RC15),  June 9th – 11th at Mount Saint Vincent University. Registration fee assistance is available.

B-UNITED CHURCH PICNIC AND FELLOWSHIP
Following Worship on June 11th, we will be having a picnic and fellowship outside by our picnic tables supporting by the Faith Formation Committee. There will be entertainment, food, drinks and a time to gather among friends. Please let the Church Office know by June 1st if you will be in attendance, so we can plan for enough food.
[bookmark: _Hlk134779533]MASKS NO LONGER REQUIRED
Physical distancing is still recommended and when this is not possible, the use of a mask is encouraged. Remember to be kind, understanding and respectful of all. 
[bookmark: _Hlk130977637]
MUSICAL GUEST: PATRICIA WATSON
Since retiring, Patricia has been involved in singing at various churches, music festivals and theatres. She has a love for jazz, gospel music and theatre, Patricia Watson entertains superbly by exciting one’s imagination and simultaneously soothing the soul. She sings with The Patricia Watson Quintet, Ocean Blue Quartet and Seaside A Cappella Chorus. Patricia is the chair of the Bridgewater Anti-Racism Task Force. She is the Co-Director of the Wisdom of the Heart Study group which has been meeting since 2003 in the Halifax/Dartmouth area. Patricia volunteers to read, online, to the second-grade class at New Ross Consolidated School. Patricia is a graduate of Antioch University. She received her license as a Practitioner (spiritual coach) in 2004 from the Centers for Spiritual Living.

WORSHIP AT BRIDGEWATER UNITED
May 14th – Reverend Neil McEwen (via Video) with musical guest, Patricia Watson
May 21st – Reverend Neil McEwen 
May 28th – Reverend Vivian Moores with musical guest, Terra Lee Kelly

MAY IS ASIAN HERITAGE MONTH
In May, we celebrate Asian heritage in The United Church of Canada. Chinese and Japanese congregations took part in church union; strong Korean and Filipino communities have taken shape since. The Very Rev. Sang Chul Lee became the church's first Moderator of Asian heritage in 1988. The intercultural vitality of the church continues to expand today, including through mutual recognition of ministries with The Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK) and The United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP). In Korean, the idiom of having a “wet heart” means to be overcome with emotion. 
Caring God, thank you for your blessings in our life. Your love overflows and wets our hearts. We also share what we received by you, and hope this offering wets the hearts of others with love. Amen.

INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA, TRANSPHOBIA, AND BIPHOBIA
The International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia, and Biphobia takes place around the world on May 17th. This day emphasizes that homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia are still the reality in the daily lives of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans members of our communities. It was not until 1990 that homosexuality was declassified as a mental disorder by the World Health Organization. Still, more than one-third of all countries criminalize same-sex relationships. LGBTQ2S+ people face prejudice, discrimination, stigma, hostility, violence. This year’s theme is “Together always: united in diversity.” Learn more at https://affirmunited.ause.ca/. 

MINUTE FOR MINDFULNESS  
[bookmark: _Hlk134703588]‘In the stillness of the mind, I saw myself as I am – unbound.” 
~ Sri Nisargadatta Maharaj
“FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO.”
~ MATTHEW 6:21

[bookmark: _Hlk130383450]Prayerfully decide what you will give each year to your Church and divide that amount by twelve. Contributions help our Church’s Ministry, with a dependable flow of contributions, to increase our overall financial stability. Church envelopes allow your Church Givings to be tallied into a year-end income tax receipt. Your regular givings supports the local ministry of our congregation. With a Church Envelope you can designate where you would like your givings to be distributed. 

LOCAL EXPENSES DESIGNATION helps with the overall daily upkeep of the building, such as electricity, heating costs, insurance, as well as personnel expenses. 

MISSION AND SERVICE DESIGNATION is forwarded to The United Church of Canada to be deposited to their Mission and Service Fund which is used for many wonderful Outreach aspects that The United Church of Canada is a part of such as helping people overcome poverty, train new ministers and Mission and Service Gifts support vibrant and vital ministries for the healing of the world. 

BUILDING FUND DESIGNATION helps with repairs/upgrades that need to be undertaken by B-United, to make sure our building is safe for all that use it. 

FOOD BANK DESIGNATION helps The Bridgewater Inter-Church Food Bank, which provides help to those who are in need. We encourage our members to bring in non-perishable food bank items to be placed in Brother Lawrence’s Wheelbarrow in the Narthex throughout the month or you can place a monetary donation in the Offering Plate. This can be specified on your Church Envelope indicating the designation.

PAR is a monthly pre-authorized bank withdrawal by Bridgewater United Church directly, that can be increased or decreased five business days before the end of the month. PAR is not only convenient, but it ensures regular monthly givings to help your Church’s Ministry even when you are away. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LOCAL DESIGNATION helps with obtaining supplies for weekly curriculum, snack items, yearly curriculum lessons and events the youth will be taking part in and much more. It provides for the daily upkeep of Sunday School events. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION AND SERVICE DESIGNATION is forwarded to The United Church of Canada to be deposited to their Mission and Service Fund which is used for many wonderful Outreach aspects of The United Church of Canada.

E-TRANSFERS are now accepted by Bridgewater United Church. Add info@bridgewaterunited.ca as a payee, and you can submit your donation that way.

Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Tracy Rafuse, Envelope Steward, at (902) 543-4833 or by email at info@bridgewaterunited.ca. Thank you.

[bookmark: _Hlk118285006][bookmark: _Hlk121485550]We are now given an opportunity to be a blessing to others. Through our PAR commitments, through our money, and through our time and talents, we now return to God, so that we might be a part of God’s Love and God’s Mission.

[bookmark: _Hlk129856481]TREASURERS’ REPORT TO THE CHURCH CONGREGATION
FOR THE THREE-MONTH PERIOD ENDING MARCH 31, 2023


[bookmark: _Hlk119579853]RECEIPTS				             	           

	Total Local Receipts		  		$   47,593.00	
	Trust Receipts		
		Mission and Service 	  		$     4,150.00	
		UCW Funds for M&S	  		$           -
		Food Bank Receipts	  		$     1,620.00
		Disaster Relief		  		$           - 
		Misc. Trust Receipts	  		$        390.00
	Building Use Receipts		  		$   15,412.00
	Fundraising Receipts		  		$        470.00
	Misc. Receipts			  		$     1,322.00
	Total Receipts (Note 1)	  		$   70,957.00



DISBURSEMENTS
	Total Trust Disbursements	  		$     5,760.00
	West Side/B-United Agreement			$     9,450.00
	Total Personnel Expense	  	  		$   21,452.00	
	Total Office & Admin Expense	  		$     4,604.00	
	Heating Fuel			   		$   16,760.00
	Lights, Water & Sewer		  		$     2,176.00
	Snow Removal & Salting	  	  		$     7,551.00
	Insurance	  		  		$     3,342.00
	Floor Maintenance		  		$           -
	Other Premises Expenses	   		$     3,036.00
	UCC Assessment				$     2,678.00
	Other Misc. Expenses		  		$        703.00
	Total Disbursements (Note 1) 	  		$   77,512.00


OPERATING (DEFICIT) AT END OF PERIOD     	            ($    6,555.00)                        
	

BANK BALANCE: 			  	             $   101,621.46


NOTE 1: Total Receipts and Disbursements does not include Building Fund Receipts or Disbursements and the B.U.C. Brigade Mission Fund Transactions.

This report is a brief summary of the 2023 Actual Sage Accounting Income Statement and includes a significant one-time Bequest. 



[bookmark: _Hlk119668735]Respectfully submitted, 
Blake Hirtle; Bridgewater United Church Treasurer
April 23, 2023
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